
SAGEEE Meeting Notes
September 18, 2013

Drumlin Farms

1. Robin Organ (Green Schools; SAGEEE Chair) started the meeting.

2. Introduction of attendees (see list at end of the document)

Update from Meg Colclough, EOEEA
Governor Patrick announced an 11.8% Clean Energy Job Growth on September 17, 2013.
The announcement can be found at: http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/pressreleases/2013/0917-
governor-patrick-clean-energy-job-growth.html
Good news for SAGEEE is that the Work Force Development Center reported great stories about students 
getting hired into the work force.  Especially those students who have done an internship and showed 
initiative in their projects have a good chance at getting a job.

Envirothon 
The Envirothon (http://www.maenvirothon.org/) is a year round school program that culminates each May 
with a competition.  Teachers and classes who participate are very committed.
This year the City of Leominster has stepped up to support the Envirothon, which is the first time a 
municipality has done this.  It’s very exciting to see this kind of participation and commitment.
The May 2014 Envirothon will be held at Sholan Farms (http://sholanfarms.com/) in Leominster.
It’s not too late for schools to sign-up for the Envirothon, so spread the word!  Registration ends January 
31, 2014 (http://www.maenvirothon.org/2014_Program_Registration.pdf)

Action items: 
Encourage classes and schools to sign-up for the 2014 Envirothon.

Update from Meg and Kris Scopinich (MAS)
Kris:  MAS President Henry Tepper wrote a letter on September 9, 2013 to Education Secretary Malone 
encouraging the State to adopt the strongest climate science standards possible.
Loring Schwarz, MAS Director of Climate Change, is looking at ways to integrate strong climate change 
science, education and policy across MAS and the State.
MAS is taking an active role in promoting climate standards in its education programs in its sanctuaries 
and in schools.
In part, this is a response to MA adopting the NGSS as guidelines.  There is a concern that whatever 
topics are not implemented as “standards” won’t get taught.
Meg: It would be good to have other leaders follow Henry’s actions.  Formal letters sent to State 
Agencies need to be officially filed and a response given.
Every letter that is written keeps the important issues front and center and makes us all have to deal with 
them.  
Teachers want to do the right thing, but they are so overwhelmed, it’s hard for them to take on new 
things.
Lanie Higgins (McCall Middle School, Winchester):
The nice thing about the MAS letter is that it has very specific recommendations of how to tie climate 
literacy into the standards. Teachers are very concerned about linking to the curriculum.  The options given 
in the letter provide other avenues for connection than the “gathering data” catch-all.
The afterschool programs are doing a lot of things (Green Team) and our green houses are getting built.
Lanie is open to incorporating new ideas into the curriculum.  Please contact her if you have something to 
try.
Pamela Snow (Harvard Forest):  Could this committee (SAGEEE) write a letter in support of the Tepper 
letter?  
Meg:  This group is an Advisory Committee to the Secretary, so we can recommend support of the 
approach laid out in the letter.  We should get our individual organizations to send letters first.  We all 
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have strong groups with strong viewpoints.  And, if the Secretary gets enough of these letters then we 
should organize something from SAGEEE.
Pam:  Can we draft something for the Secretary?
Meg:  The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (ESE) may say it’s too late to comment 
on the Standards.  Joyce may not have seen the letter.  

Action items: 
Encourage organizations to write a letter to Secretary Malone similar to the MAS letter.
Meg and Kris to send the letter to Joyce as an FYI.  
Send letter as an attachment with these SAGEEE minutes.

ESE Updates (From Joyce Bowen, presented by Robin)
ESE anticipates bringing a draft of the STE standards to their Board in October (may get pushed back to 
November).  With the Board’s approval, ESE would then put these draft standards out for public 
comment.
Ann McGovern (MA Department of Environmental Protection):  MAST is having a STEM Standards 
Review meeting in November 16, 2013 meeting.  Is this where the draft standards will be discussed?
Robin:  There is a meeting regarding the review panel, but it is separate from the MAST session. 
Kris:  MAS will be providing feedback on the standards.
Robin: Allison Scheff is the new Executive Director of STEM Economic and Workforce Development in 
the MA Department of Higher Education.  Shall we invite her to SAGEEE?
Yes!  Start bridging the gap between STEM, Green Schools and SAGEEE  
The STEM Summit has gotten the Green message.  

Action items: 
Robin:  Invite Allison Scheff to SAGEEE

Update from Lisa Capone (DOER):  Green Ribbon Schools Presentation
See the attached Powerpoint presentation for details
It makes sense for MA to join the US Green Ribbon Schools Program.
Need to figure out how to have MA schools adopt this program – it requires knitting together various 
disciplines.
A large Working Group has been pulled together to provide input and outreach.
In MA, communities can become “Green Communities” by meeting 5 Energy requirements. 
Green Communities Grants are provided to communities when it is designated a Green Community.  There 
are also have competitive grants.  
Green Ribbon Schools – launched in 2011; MA got involved in 2012.
Collaborative program at State and Federal level among:
US Department of Education
US Environmental Protection Agency
The Council on Environmental Quality
Voluntary program
Increasing STEM skills (plus other benefits) is a big driver
3 pillars that bring this together under the umbrella of sustainability:
Reducing environmental impact and cost
Improve health and performance of students and staff
Increase environmental literacy
The way it has worked so far is to identify what is already going on in a school and highlight these 
activities.
All the successful applicants had a team of people across the school committed to the program.  It can’t 
be just one teacher or an administrator.  There has to be a more holistic look at the entire school system. 
At the Green Ribbon conferences schools can mentor other schools.
Annually, each State can nominate up to 4 schools and one school district
Look for schools that have some significant achievement in one of the three pillars
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Last year there were 32 authorities that sent applications
MA received applications from 13 schools and one district
US Department of Education received 89 nominations 
There were 4 MA awardees (3 of the 4 schools + 1 district)
The Green Ribbon Schools Conference will be held on 9/27/13
Information can be found on the DESE website: http://www.doe.mass.edu/finance/sbuilding/GreenRibbon/
Pam:  The three pillars are great and form a coherent whole.
Lisa:  It probably takes more work to get recognized for a school that is not on the cutting edge of energy 
reduction.  But as time goes on, more and more schools will be recognized and hopefully they will begin 
to improve their facilities.  The process itself is very valuable, because schools create an inventory and see 
what they are doing and what they need to do.
Green Schools Project helps schools to move along the spectrum.
It helps a lot even when teachers just get a certificate of appreciation.  The recognition helps the teacher 
get the support of their administration and can help the cause even more than any money.  

Action items: 
Please do outreach for the September Conference

Update from Robin and Kara Mahoney Robinson (New England Aquarium) 
MA Environmental Literacy Plan (ELP) Meeting at NEAq
Summer is a difficult time to get together.
Have a strong core group working on all of the various topics.
There is a meeting at NEAq on October 1, 2013.
Urge anyone from SAGEEE to come for the 5:00 – 8:00 PM session.
Want to widen the pool of people involved in this process.
Also want to make sure we address Professional Develop for ELP – a lot of momentum building around 
it.

MA ELP Communication:
New brochure developed by Sam, the MA ELP Student Liaison
The audience for the brochure is all the stakeholders
Robin is seeking input on the brochure.
Can we get a statement from Secretary Sullivan for the brochure?
Ann:  under “History” the workshop by Alan Hanken is missing
Prezi Presentation:
Sam will have a draft for the October 1, 2013 meeting at NEAq
The Wiki:
It is a working website.  It is an internal communication piece.
Should there be an ELP website and if so, how would it be run and managed?
It will be ready in the Spring for teacher workshops.

Action items: 
Send content advice to Robin so she can give it to Sam to update the brochure.
Inquire about getting a statement from Secretary Sullivan for the brochure.
Get feedback about an ELP website

Update from Brock Adler (NAAEE)
The NCLI Legislation has not been passed.  Reintroduced to Congress in July.  Trying to push it forward.
It would provide money for teacher training.  Money would go to the State, but the State has to have an 
ELP.
This is the 4th Congress to try and get this forward.  We are optimistic.
It is possible to get full support from MA. 
Joe Kennedy – seems to be a new champion for the cause.  
Looking for Freshman; have decent support across the country.
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Key programs for Education seem to have survived sequestration.
Half the country has ELP plans not completed.  MA is in the middle of the pack for those who haven’t 
completed. 
MA had one from 2000.  So, in fact we do have one, but it needs to be updated.
It’s better language to say we are updating something we have had.
Agreed by all.  
Keep legislators informed – send them the ELP brochure when it is complete.  
If legislation passed, we’re going to need an ELP, with benchmarks, etc.  It can be a guidance and policy 
document.  

Action items: 
Call the Congress persons office, ask for their Education person and ask for support for the NCLI 
legislation.
Brock will email handout of EE supporters.
Send legislators the ELP brochure when it is available.

Meeting adjourned.

Attachments: 
MAS letter
MAST November meeting information
NSTA – April 3-6
STEM Summit – November 
Green Ribbon Schools handout and presentation – highlight Timeline information
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September SAGEEE Meeting Attendee List

Name Organization Email
Brock Adler NAAEE brockadler@gmail.com
Lisa Capone DOER Lisa.capone@state.ma.us
Dawn Chavez BYEN dchavez@environetwork.org
Meg Colclough EEA Meg.colclough@state.ma.us
Lindsey Cotter Hayes Groundwork Lawrence lcotterhayes@groundworklawrence.org
Liz Duff Mass Audubon lduff@massaudubon.org
Lanie Higgins McCall Middle School lhiggins@winchester.k12.ma.us
Ann McGovern Mass DEP ann.mcgovern@state.ma.us
Kara Mahoney Robinson NE Aquarium kmrobinson@neaq.org

Robin Organ Green Schools robin.organ@projectgreenschools.org
Kris Scopinich Mass Audubon kscopinich@massaudubon.org
Pamela Snow Harvard Forest psnow@fas.harvard.edu
Marie Studer Encyclopedia of Life mstuder@eol.org
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