
Project Overview
The work of developing the Massachusetts Energy and Environmental Literacy Plan (MEELP) is the product of 
collaboration across sectors with support from state and federal agencies, educational institutions and range of 
organizations and businesses. 

Project Foundation
Innovation in environmental education has a long history here in the Commonwealth. “Benchmarks to Environmental 
Literacy” in k-12 education were drafted in 1996, by a wide-ranging group of educators chaired by Charles Roth, then 
Director of Education at MassAudubon. Trudy Coxe, the Secretary of Environmental Affairs at the time took an active 
role in encouraging the development of the environmental literacy benchmarks. In 2000, funding from the Massachusetts 
Environmental Trust facilitated the Massachusetts Environmental Education Plan (MEEP), led by Dr. Alan Hankin, of 
Emerson College. Our plan is to build upon these earlier works and to create an updated Environmental Literacy Plan for 
Massachusetts. 

Informing Our Future
A valuable aspect of developing the plan is the community feedback obtained in 2013 that reached various stakeholder 
groups across the state. This survey asked questions about the desired role of a MEELP in the state, experience with 
environmental education, and collected examples of best practices across sectors. An additional survey was distributed 
to youth ages 12-18 who identified interacting with the environment academically, recreationally and through volunteer 
work. All survey results will provide content for the writers as the MEELP is developed.

Survey respondents represented a cross section of stakeholder groups and communities across the Commonwealth:

 

Energy and environmental literacy  
is an essential foundation for vital communities, prosperous and 
healthy families, and resilient ecosystems. With the MEELP as a 
guide, Massachusetts residents will develop an understanding of 
the interconnected relationships among community, economy and 
the environment. They will have an appreciation of the impacts 
that their choices and actions have on others, locally and globally, 
and the natural systems that support our lives. Through education, 
innovation, stewardship and an environmental ethic, citizens will act 
to help the state achieve an enduring balance between the needs of 
society and the natural world. Environmentally literate citizens will 
create and support an economically thriving, and more sustainable 
Commonwealth.

The Massachusetts Energy & Environmental Literacy Plan 
(MEELP) will bridge and bond key work across the state to 
support these key priorities:

•	 Green Communities: Nonprofit and community 
organizations and clubs can support an understanding of 
multiple uses and collective impact and how to balance 
needs across our community. Additionally, the plan will align 
and connect small scale or grass-root efforts across the 
state to maximize positive impacts.

•	 Green Economy: The plan will support business leaders 
to keep pace with industry and market trends as they relate 
to Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and sustainability 
initiatives. This will help keep Massachusetts placed at 
the top among states for energy efficiency and position 
the Commonwealth to be prepared for changes to our 
environment, energy use and green economy

•	 Green Education: Educators need to prepare 
all learners (PreK to Gray) to understand 
and address multi-faceted environmental and 
community challenges. 
Massachusetts will 
produce graduates who 
are college and career 
ready and develop 
informed citizens able 
to make well-considered 
choices with positive 
environmental impacts.

Environmental literacy is about 
practices, activities, and feelings 
grounded in familiarity and sound 
knowledge. Just as reading becomes 
second nature to those who are 
literate, interpreting and acting for the 
environment ideally would become 
second nature to the environmentally 
literate citizen. 

The Case for the Massachusetts Energy 
& Environmental Literacy Plan (MEELP)
A cooperative effort of Agencies, Organizations, Business, Government, 
Community and our Commonwealth

For more information about adoption of Environmental Literacy Plans by state visit:  
www.cbf.org/ncli/action/environmental-literacy-plans-by-state

A current list of supporters can be found at http://sageee.wordpress.com/ma-elp/
For more information contact: robin.organ@projectgreenschools.org 

Through greater efficiency and a 
diversified approach, we can bring 
down the cost of energy and reduce 
our carbon footprint.

Governor-elect Charlie Baker

Despite the challenges, great 
opportunity exists to improve the 
quality of our environment, combat 
the threats of a changing climate and 
promote local sustainable agriculture 
throughout the Commonwealth.

State Representative Matthew Beaton, 
incoming Secretary for Energy and 
Environmental Affairs

David Orr, Professor of Environmental 
Studies and Politics at Oberlin College

January 2015



Formal Education
From preschool programs, to K-12, to Higher 
Education, educators need to prepare all learners to 
understand and address multi-faceted environmental 
and community challenges.

The MEELP will help formal education: 

• Support learners in gaining developmentally 
appropriate content about the relationship 
between communities and energy and the 
environment; knowledge of natural and social 
systems; process skills, habits of mind and 
ethical viewpoints that together become the 
basis of environmental literacy in adults.

• Produce graduates who are college and 
career ready in STEM/E-STEM fields.

• Develop informed citizens able to make 
well-considered choices with positive 
environmental impacts.

By providing:

• Professional development for current and 
pre-service educators around the principles 
of energy and environmental 
education – what it is and what 
it looks like in practice  
is crucial. 

• Environmental Science 
curriculum designed with 
crosswalks to other State 
science and Common Core 
Standards so that educators 
can create more productive 
and meaningful instructional time. 

Business
Massachusetts businesses have shown an interest in understanding 
and supporting a positive social, ecological and economic impact of 
their work. There has also been a desire for an emerging workforce 
primed for STEM/E-STEM careers and “green” industry. The MEELP 
will support the business community by:

• Helping business leaders keep pace with industry 
and market trends as they relate to Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) and sustainability initiatives across 
business.

• Supporting an understanding of how energy and 
environmental literacy can protect their economic 
interests through use of natural resources and through the 
sustainable use of natural resources. 

• Developing skilled workers who understand the demand 
and expectations of legislation and regulations that demand 
compliance around environmental issues. 

By providing:

• Communication of success stories of businesses that 
support and promote environmental literacy.

• Opportunities to highlight company achievements and 
serve as a resource list that will help potential customers, 
workers, partners and supporters to promote this work 
across the state. 

Government
Government agencies and officials understand that energy and 
environmental issues are not partisan issues. The MEELP will 
present a unified vision and refreshed framework for the topics 
of Energy, Environment, Education, Economy, and Climate. 
Energy and Environmental Education is the process for developing 
citizens who are aware of, and concerned about the health of our 
overall environments along with their associated challenges and 
opportunities. Its goal is to prepare citizens who can choose life 
styles that utilize clean energy and who can help maintain living 
systems. It is well to remember that energy and environmental issues 
affect the lives of all of us.

The MEELP will:

• Support an understanding of the role of sustainable energy 
and environmental choices to support a robust economy.

• Inform the general public that Massachusetts is top among 
states in energy efficiency.

By providing:

• A framework to learn about community actions and trends 
across the state related to energy and environment.

• Diverse and accessible mechanisms to disseminate 
information to the citizens of the Commonwealth about 
efforts to address changes to our environment, energy use, 
and green economy.

Keeping Massachusetts 
at the top for Energy 
Efficiency

Citizens who are literate about energy and the environment are aware of and 
appreciate the complexities of energy and environmental challenges. They have 
the knowledge and analytical skills to assess potential solutions. Ultimately, 
environmentally literate citizens are life-long learners capable of integrating multiple 
perspectives and skills to understand and act on current environmental issues.

Community Education
The MEELP will engage informal education organizations 
such as museums and educational non-profits as well 
as community groups like scouts, church groups, 
recreational and sportsman groups. The MEELP will 
help these groups:

• Develop an understanding of how 
different groups work together to balance 
environmental needs across our communities.

• Establish connections to formal education to 
maximize impact towards shared educational 
goals.

• Communicate about best practices to spread 
grassroots, small scale efforts to a broader 
community. 

By providing:

• A framework for understanding our natural 
resources and connected systems.

• A platform for service based initiatives.

• Training across organizations on effective 
models for education, organization and action.

MEELP will bridge and 
bond work and initiatives 
across the state including:

E-STEM (Environmental STEM)  
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