
Massachusetts Environmental Literacy Plan
WHAT’S AN ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY PLAN?
An Environmental Literacy Plan provides a unified and collaborative framework for 
organizations, agencies, schools and individuals to help the general public and students 
understand, appreciate, and sustain the natural environment.

    VISION
Massachusetts residents will develop 
an understanding of the interconnected 
relationship between community, economy 
and the environment. They will have an 
appreciation of the impacts their choices 
and actions have on others, locally 
and globally, and the natural systems 
that support our lives. Residents of the 
Commonwealth will make environmentally 
responsible choices regarding complex 
issues that affect the environment, their 
families and communities, and the world 
beyond our state.  Citizens will act to 
help the state achieve a healthy balance 
between the needs of human societies 
and the natural world through education, 
innovation, and stewardship, all with 
an environmental ethic. Residents of 
Massachusetts will have positive personal 
connections with the rest of the natural 
world —they will become environmentally 
literate citizens of the Commonwealth.

       DESIRED OUTCOMES
•	Developmentally appropriate environmental education 

will be well integrated across the Pre-K-12 curriculum, 
including the new state science and other standards.

•	Higher education will provide a similarly appropriate 
and integrated curriculum, have opportunities for 
environmentally-related research, and prepare students 
for  environmental and STEM-focused careers.

•	Teacher training and professional development 
programs for all educators will integrate environmental 
literacy goals.

•	Career programs will offer job  training  specifically 
in environmentally-relevant and STEM-relevant fields, 
as well as integrate environmental-related components 
in a wide range of jobs not directly related to the 
environment.

•	Informal learning environments such as after-school, 
camps, museums, zoos, and aquariums will enhance 
and promote environmental literacy.

•	Businesses, government agencies, and NGOs, will 
consider and strive for positive environmental impacts 
in every decision, policy, or initiative they undertake.

          THE ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY PLAN (ELP) COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP

The ELP Planning Committee has created a survey which will gather information to shape a shared vision, learn 
about current practices and opportunities for growth and solicit both feedback and participation in the process. 
We would like to reach a range of stakeholders across the Commonwealth including educators, business, 
government, organizations and clubs. Please take this survey and share the link with your networks. There will be 
a second survey available in the coming week that targets teens directly.

Please take the survey! www.surveymonkey.com/s/MASSELP

Thank you in advance for your contribution to this work.
To find out more about the Massachusetts ELP: 

•	visit http://sageee.wordpress.com/
•	attend the session at the Massachusetts Environmental 

Education Conference or talk to a member of the committee 
at the ELP table in the exhibit area (March 5, 2014)


